Don't put away that snow
shovel just yet, you may need it
to scoop up cicada carcass's.
You're memory isn't fading. It
hasn't been 17 years since the
last show, but some people will
see a return of the 17 year
cicada in 2008.

Cicadas belong to the order
Hemiptera meaning "half wing".
They are commonly mistaken
for locusts, but they are not
locusts which are a type of
grasshopper.

I've had the Mr. Rogers song stuck
in my head for a few days. Now
that it is time o plant my garden,
I've been thinking about my
neighbors. A lot.

I love harvesting my own
vegetables and even more than
that, I love to share the fruits of
my labor with my neighbors. Well,
some of them anyway!

Last year, my son and I planted
string beans only to come out to
check on them and find they'd been
nibbled to the ground by some four
legged neighbor. I planted 14
tomato plants and only got to eat 3
tomatoes thanks to that same
neighbor. They say strong fences
make good heighbors, so now I have
a five foot perimeter fence around
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Cicada's come in two types.
The annual cicadas we hear and
see every summer during the
hot July and August days are
actually 2-8 year varieties.
Their emergences are not
synchronized though, so some
come out every year. The other
type is referred to as periodic
cicadas. There are 7 species of
periodic cicadas and they
emerge every 13-17 years. The
brood we'll see this year is one
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my raised bed garden. So far, no
hooves have been set in the soil.
But what about the other types of
neighbors. They aren't deterred by
this fence. That's where companion
planting can help.

There are some plants that like o
grow near each other and some
that don't. Below is a short list of
plants that either repel pests for
something else, help the plants
produce better fruit or bring
pollinators in so you can enjoy the
fruits of your labor.

Tomatoes love basil and asparagus.
Beans and peas fix nitrogen from
the air into the soil so they are
everyone's friend except for onions
and garlic.
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of the 17 year types called
Brood XIV.

Periodic cicadas have red eyes
and black and orange wings. The
males make their characteristic
sound by expressing air out of a
white structure called the
tymbal which is located on the
side of their abdomen.

After emerging, Brood XIV will
mate. Then the females will
make a small slice in the twigs
of trees and deposit 20-24
eggs. 6-10 weeks later, the
eggs hatch. The nymphs drop to

the ground and burrow in the
soil. There, they will remain for
17 years feeding on the roots of
trees and molting several times
until emerging again (this ftime
in 2025 if my math is correct).
They will climb to a safe place
and molt one last time into a
winged adult. Then the cycle
begins again.

After this year you can put
away the snow shovels. We're
not expected o have another
brood emerge until 2011. At
least not the 17 year variety.

Bee Balm (Monarda) improves the
growth and flavor of tfomatoes as
well as attracts bees and other
pollinators.

Carrots are friends with lettuce,
onhion, radish and tomatoes but
don't plant them near dill.

Chives seems to be the miracle
herb driving away Japanese beetles
and carrot fly as well as aphids on
tomatoes. Also they deter scab if
planted under apple trees and black
spot if it is around roses. WOW
good neighbor!

Garlic gets along with everyone.
Marigolds help keep nematodes at
bay when planted with fomatoes.

Petunias repel asparagus beetles (I
have fo try that).

Corn is a heavy feeder and sucks
the nutrients out of the soil so
plant it with peas, beans or other
legumes. The stalks can also double
as supports for climbing beans.
These are just a few pairings.
Check with your local extension
service or on the web for more
information.

So in the immortal words of Mr.
Rogers, "Please won't you be my
neighbor?" I'll bring the zucchinil
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